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"Enlightenment" and "Moderation" are not just two catchy expressions; these also denote some appealing notions. The Muslim culture, society, and the Shariah if viewed from Islam's intellectual, ideological and moral perspective, then these two attributes would stand out as the distinct features of Islam as a religion and civilization. That is the reason why Islam has decreed 'Adl , which stands for moderation and balance, in matters concerning one's faith, actions, the life of an individual in a i society, his community life, worship rituals, economy and even in matters concerning friendship, war and peace. A man is accountable in Islam for all that he does. This sense of, accountability depends on his awareness, his power of discretional and enlightenment. It also helps to check bias and imbalance. The Qur'an has, therefore, described the Muslim Ummah as 'Ummatan Wasatan' {a Moderate Community). The Holy Prophet (PBUH) also declared moderation and the middle road as the best course. He said: “Khair ul Umoori Ausatuhaa" (Moderation is the best course). , Seen in this backdrop, it would sound strange if someone objects to the current talk about 'Enlightened Moderation'. But the problem ; is that what is being tried to foist today as 'Enlightened Moderation' does not emanate from our own socio-cultural milieu, our own traditions, values or requirements. Unfortunately, it forms part of a historical process. It has assumed special significance for the world in general and the Muslim world in particular whose politico-civilizational map is being given a new contour and complexion. When we look at things in the global context, it becomes evident that the call for 'Enlightened Moderation' is related directly to external pressures and demands.
The new world order being currently devised is the most comprehensive and sombre version of the Neo-Colonialism in which the military, political, economic and cultural aspects assume equal importance. Its objective is not just to bring all the countries and nations under the political and military umbrella of the only super power of the unipolar world, but also to impose on them a single value system, intellectually, economically, financially and culturally. The venture is intended to be a success through the use of all possible means of coercion as well as cooperation, carrot and stick. Action in fact started deftly on this multi-dimensional strategy following the end of the cold war. The post-9/11 measures are part of the same broad-based strategy. Unless we understand this, it would be difficult to exactly know the meaning and purpose of this campaign in favour of the so-called 'Enlightenment' and 'Moderation'. This 'Enlightened Moderation' has definitely no relevance to our own needs. It is related neither to our socio-cultural moorings. It is instead a pointer to the change being contemplated for removing Islam and the Muslim society and culture from their own basis to synchronize them with the Western demands. This is not a new phenomenon. Such attempts have been there from the very first day of the imperialist incursion, which have now taken the center stage of the current imperialist, blitzkrieg.
Ever since the last quarter of the past century, the US intellectuals, policy makers and the media have been engaged in a new civilizational war, with an objective to superimpose the West's liberal socio-economic order over the world at large. In this context we can quote from a plethora of publications, research papers and analytical reviews. Joseph Nye, Editor of the well-known US Journal "Foreign Policy", has without any inhibition laid bare this US strategy in his article. He says:
"The nature of power in world politics is changing. Power is the ability to affect the outcome you want, and if necessary to change the behavior of others to make this happen."
(Re-ordering the World: The Long-Term Implications of 11 September - Ed. by Mark Leonard. Foreword by Tony Blair, Foreign Policy Center, London, 2002)
For the gratification of this Machiavellian objective, war has traditionally been the most important means. It is naturally the barometer of a great power's strength. The history's lesson is also that:
"War was the ultimate game in which the cards of international politics were played and estimates of relative power were proven".
The circumstances have, however, taken a new turn with the induction of nuclear weapons as the deciding factor. Also the global politics is passing through a new phase under the impact of nationalism becoming the motivating force among the various nations of the world. Similarly, the present form of global capitalism, which is marked by the endeavors to glean maximum economic benefits, capture the world's capital markets through various means of exploitation and the predominant role of the multinational companies, has contributed in making the waging of war through brute force a much too costly affair. As a result of this, the military and economic power, which Joseph Nye calls 'Hard Power', though remains effective, there are other factors too that are now growingly playing the dominant role. Nye terms them as the 'Soft Power':
"In this sense, it is just as important to set the agenda in world politics and attract others as it is to force them to change through the threat or use of military or economic weapons. This aspect of power getting others to want what you want I call soft power. Soft power rests on ability to set the political agenda in a way that shapes the preferences of others."
For an effective implementation of this strategy the media has the pivotal role to play. The main target of the economic power of the day is to bring change in ideas, values and cultural norms. In this new kind of war, the actual forces of resistance are the opposite cultures' faith, ideology, social norms and values. In the world of Islam the Muslim masses' allegiance to Islam and their firmness regarding their traditions and values are the greatest headache for the West today. Joseph Nye admits:
"To be sure, there are areas, such as the Middle East where ambivalence about, or outright opposition to American culture limits its soft power".
This is the real dilemma! And the proposed solution is to propagate the strategy of 'Enlightenment' and 'Moderation' in the Muslim countries in such a way as to brighten the prospects of shaking them by their foundations and baptizing them on the Western lines. That is the reason why the Muslim women's 'Hijab is now being viewed as more dangerous than artillery guns and missiles. The Muslims allegiance to Islam and their love for their culture, values and traditions are the biggest obstacle in the way of the attainment of the West's aims and objectives. Another biggest hurdle is the indivisibility of the state and religion in Islam.
The spirit of Jihad, which is the most effective weapon of self-defence, is also a pain in their neck. 'Fundamentalism' is no real issue. The real issue is the faith that Islam is a complete code of conduct. That is the major hurdle according to the Western perception. A German Orientalist Andrea Lueg in her article, "The Perception of Islam in Western Debate" frankly states the Western intellectuals' position as follows:
"The West concentrates on Islam as a religion which is made out to be responsible for countless political, cultural and social phenomenons in Islamic countries. And it is clearly Islam as a religion that generates such fear in Western countries, a fear of religion that we thought we had banished from our enlightened societies."
(The Next Threat: The Perception of Islam ", ed. byjochen Heppila and Andrea Lueg, Pluto Press, London - 1995, P.27)
The book refers to an article by J. Miller, "The Islamic Way", which the New York Time Magazine carried in its issue of 31 ^t May 1 992. The following excerpt from this article is significant: -
"The West tends to regard the growing political popularity of Islam as dangerous, monolithic and novel. The rise of militant Islam has triggered a fierce debate about what if anything, the West can or should do about it. Some American Officials and commentators have already designated militant Islam as the West's next enemy to be 'contained' much the way communism was during the cold war."
With this backdrop, the American and European intellectuals and policy making institutions are engaged now in their concerted drive to divide the Muslim World into the two categories of (i) Fundamentalists and Militants and (ii) the Liberals, Enlightened and Moderates. Their agenda is to systematically eliminate those whom they view as fundamentalists and 'Jihadis' capable to resist, and replace them by those whom they think are 'endowed' with the "liberal vision of Islam". Farid Zakaria, an American of Indian origin, and Editor of the Newsweek Magazine, describes this strategy in the following words:
"First we have to help moderate Arab States, but on the conditions that they really do embrace moderation — We can fund moderate Muslim Groups and scholars and broadcast fresh thinking across the Arab World, all aimed at breaking the power of the fundamentalists."
("Re-Ordering the World", the Newsweek, Page.47)
We may very well understand in this backdrop the far- reaching significance and relevance of President General Pervez Musharraf's current strategy of "Enlightened Moderation". Allah Subhanahu alone knows about one's intentions; the human evaluation is, however, based obviously on the external factors. On assuming power. General Musharraf spoke of Ataturk as his role model. Then, under public pressure he had to check his steps. When he found the moment opportune, he started expressing reservations against the Hadood and Blasphemy Laws, Off and on he talked of a 'Liberal Islam'. Then, he began mixing up Jihad and the popular struggle for freedom with 'terrorism'. Now, he has openly come out as a Champion of 'Enlightened Moderation'. He equates the upsurge for Islamic renaissance with terrorism and is apprehensive of a possible clash between the Islamic civilization and the global forces of oppression and tyranny. He is, therefore, advocating 'enlightened moderation' and 'liberalism' as the panacea for all ills of the world. He is at pains to impress that there is no contradiction between Islam and 'Modernism - Secularism' and the two can walk hand in hand. It is for the first time that he is now openly supporting Secularism. The cat of 'Enlightenment' has thus come out of the bag. It does not remain a secret anymore which way he is leading the country and to what end in view. There is nothing new as such in his advocacy of liberalism. We have been listening to such sermons since well over one hundred years. Allama Iqbal had, therefore, cautioned the Muslim Ummah to beware of those Muslim intellectuals and rulers who due to their own ideological and cultural bankruptcy have often served as the mouthpiece of the West:
Who due to their own ideological and cultural bankruptcy have often served as the mouthpiece of the west:
For you are an edifice raised by foreign architects!

This frame of clay, alas, is devoid of soul! You are naught but a sheath gilded but empty of sword!
Iqbal also said:
I do, however, fear that this clamour for Modernism
May be an excuse for the Orient to ape the Occident!
Islam has been the target of attacks sometimes from outside, sometimes from within, sometimes covertly and sometimes overtly and often through distortions, or in the name of ‘enlightened’re- interpretation. Sometimes, this anti-Islamic campaign takes the form of open hostility and at times it is carried out in the name of reform. As Iqbal, the great Visionary, aptly said, the 'Mustaphawi Light has always and in every field been in conflict with the embers of 'Abu Lahab'. (Literally, the 'Form of Flame' - the great infidel leader of Quraish who left no stone unturned to torment the Holy Prophet (PBUH) and frustrate his Mission, but then met with an ignominious end and his name became synonymous to 'Hell Fire').
The 'enlightenment' and 'moderation' that Islam stands for are those that are essentially in consonance with a Muslim's allegiance to Allah and obedience of His Prophet (PBUH). Eiman (Faith), Taqwa (Fear of Cod), loyalty to the Divine Law (Shariah), paying what is due to the Muslim Ummah and the awareness about the accountability of the Hereafter provide the framework for the evolution of an ideal civilization based on the Islamic system of justice, moderation and balance. This is the form of enlightenment and moderation that is rooted in the Quranic guidance and is free from the dictates of personal ego. The enlightenment and moderation, sanctioned by Islam, are based on the supplication that every Muslim makes daily in all his obligatory and voluntary prayers:
"Show us the straightway. The way of those on whom Thou hast bestowed Thy Grace, Those whose (portion) is not wrath, and who go not astray." 										(Surah Al-Fatiha, Verse: 6 & 7)
The Quranic 'Huda' or guidance is not something vague and undefined. It means the straightway determined for us by the revelation from Allah Subhanahu wa Taala and the Tradition of the Holy Prophet (PBUH). These are the fount head of the real guidance. There can, therefore, be no other source of enlightenment for a Muslim. "Allah is the light of the Heavens and the earth", and it is His Book that takes the human beings out of darkness into the light. The Quran says:
"0 mankind! Verily there hath come to you a Convincing Proof from your Lord, for we sent onto you a light (that is) manifest." 		    (Surah Al-Nisa, Verse 174:4)
"Then those who believe in Cod and hold fast to Him, Soon will He admit them to Mercy and Grace from Himself and guide them to Himself by a straight way." 								   (Surah Al-Nisa, Verse 175:4)
"Wherewith God guideth all who seek His good pleasure to ways of peace and safety, and leadeth them out of darkness by His Will unto the light - guideth them to a path that is straight." 			         (Surah Al-Maedah, Verse: 15:5)
Let us not forget that the 'straight path' is the path of moderation. That Is why the Muslim Ummah has been described as "Ummatan Wasatan" (a Moderate Nation), (Surah Al-Baqarah, Verse: 143:2.). The qualities of equity and justice, which comprehensively include the attributes of balance, goodness, harmony and moderation, have been described as the Muslim Ummah's mission and its distinct feature (Al-Nisa — 135:4, Al-Maedah - 8:5, Al- A’raf - 29:7; and Al-Nehl - 90:16). The Holy Prophet (PBUH) declared for his Ummah the golden principle: "Moderation is the best course", which means that as Muslims we are required to follow the middle road and observe moderation in all that we do.
The actual enlightenment and moderation for a Muslim are to follow the Holy Quran and the Sunnah of the Holy Prophet (PBUH) in letter and spirit. These are in fact built-in in our social order as a Muslim community and there is no need for importing it from elsewhere or for any process of picks and choose to suit others' whims and demands. As we all know, there is no room for any additions or omissions and rejections or acceptance in Allah's Deen and there can be no crime bigger than any such attempts, about which we have been warned of the disadvantages in the worldly life and the worst punishment in the Hereafter.
The Islamic concept of enlightenment and moderation is part of the overall Shariah paradigm. It cannot be separated from this Whole. The parameters laid down by the Holy Prophet (PBUH) to keep the Muslim Ummah always on the right track determine the boundary lines of the enlightenment and moderation. He declared:
"The torch bearers of this (Islamic) knowledge will in every generation be those who are upright and just, who will resolutely resist all attempts of subversion by the extremists, wrong doings of the wrong-doers and misinterpretations of the ignorant.”
This is the straight 'expressway' of Islam. But the liberalism, modernism, enlightenment and moderation, of which the US intellectuals and policy-makers are the exponents today and which are being re-echoed in the writings and speeches of some of our rulers and intellectuals, and the enlightenment and moderation of Islam definitely remain poles apart.

